
Introduction 
 
 

“The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but those things which are revealed  
belong to us and to our children forever.” (Deut. 29:29) 

 
 
For centuries people have been longing for peace on earth, for a kingdom characterized by harmony 
and prosperity. Especially the idea of a millennial kingdom of peace has been popular, not least among 
Christians. On many occasions dates have been determined for the time when God would establish His 
kingdom, but in all cases it became no more than a prediction. What is it that has made so many be so 
wrong? 
 
It is written about Jesus: "He came to His own, and His own did not know Him" (John 1:11). The 
Israelites had heard about the coming Messiah through Moses and the prophets, but an incomplete 
study of the Scriptures, ignorance, and a desire for earthly power and greatness laid the foundation for 
their later rejection of Jesus as the Son of God. 
 
They had confused the prophecies about the first and the second coming of Christ, and they chose to 
ignore the part which described the Messiah as "the humiliated, suffering sacrificial lamb" that was to 
die for the sins of the people. Instead they expected a saviour of strength and glory, one who would 
not save his people from their sins (as is described in Matt. 1:21), but one who would deliver them 
from the Roman suppression, and establish an Israeli kingdom – a kingdom of greatness where a 
human government would enforce the laws of his kingdom. 
 
Even the disciples of Jesus shared this view. This is one of the reasons why they could not fully 
understand His mission until He was resurrected and had ascended to heaven, and the Holy Spirit was 
given to them on the Day of Pentecost. To them and to all people through all times who have had 
expectations of a divine kingdom here on earth, Jesus says: "My kingdom is not of this world." (John 
18:36). 
 
The word Millennium (i.e. a kingdom of peace lasting for 1000 years) is not mentioned anywhere in 
the Bible. However, in the 20th chapter in the book of Revelation a period of 1000 years is mentioned 
several times. During these years, it says, Satan will be bound, while God’s true people shall reign 
with Him. 
 
Many a religious and political movement have claimed to be the rightful inhabitants of this 
"kingdom", especially during the Middle Ages. Then this chapter gave rise to many new speculations 
about a millennial kingdom of peace on earth. 
 
Not long ago we entered the year 2000. Many people had prepared for great disasters. Some expected 
Jesus to return, others that a new age would begin. But nothing of such dimensions happened. The 
world went on as usual, and the disappointment was great among the many who had hoped that 
something would happen. 
 
Various religious groups all over the world offer many different explanations of our earth's 
continuation and end. Even within Christianity there are plenty of alternatives. How is this possible 
when the book they all claim to follow is the same? Could it be that traditional ideas and expectations 
have become predominant, just as the dream about a kingdom of greatness was some 2000 years ago? 
 
The purpose of this book is not to discuss the doctrines about the second coming of Christ and the end 
time which are offered by the different groups. Rather it is meant as a supplement to all who would 
like to study the Bible to find out what it teaches about God's kingdom and the coming of Christ. 
 



"To the law and to the testimony!" Isaiah writes (Is. 8:20). The only standard we have for evaluation of 
Christian doctrines, is the word of God. Many consider tradition to be equal in authority with the 
written word. But the rejection of Christ by the Jewish leaders is an eloquent example of how this can 
lead the wrong way. To the Pharisees and the Scribes, the religious leaders of His time, Jesus said:  
 
"Well did Isaiah prophecy of you hypocrites, as it is written: This people honour Me with their lips, 
but their heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments 
of men. For laying aside the commandments of God, you hold the tradition of men... All too well you 
reject the commandments of God, that you may keep your own tradition." (Mark 7:6-8:9).  
 
These Jews rejected God's commandments in favour of their own traditions and human made 
commandments. They ended up with rejecting the Son of God at His first coming. Today many are in 
danger of making a similar mistake, as they consider traditional ideas and man made teachings about 
the last days as doctrines of truth, without comparing them with the word of God. 
 
It is important to have a clear understanding of the events that will occur, based on the teachings of the 
Bible alone. We have been told that "false christs and false prophets will arise and show great signs 
and wonders, so as to deceive, if possible, even the elect" (Matt. 24:24).  
 
"The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but those things which are revealed belong to us and to 
our children forever." (Deut. 29:29). What God through all times has revealed through His prophets 
and servants, He also wants us to have knowledge about. Let us, therefore, study His word carefully, 
so that we will not be confused about one of the greatest events of our history. 
 
 


